Sermunion
Text: Luke 2:1-7
Introduction:
-last week at church we looked at a text that highlighted God’s coming to be with us.
-today we will look at Luke’s account of God breaking in to this world to help us.
Read: Luke 2:1-7
Sermunion Title: Breaking Bad
What is Christmas all about?
Christmas is about light breaking in to the darkness.
The world is a dark place. We don’t always walk around saying that, but it is.
There have been some terrible things that have happened this year. (Feel free to highlight a few)
We’ve seen, heard, and experienced some of those things.
We may have heard others says or said in our own hearts, “We have to do something. There is
something that needs to be done to prevent these things from happening again.”
-When you hear or say those things, that’s right.
-We should do something about it.
-Culture, public policy, laws, etc. These are things that can change and measures can be taken
to see these things don’t happen again.
BUT, we must keep a broader principal about darkness in mind.
Consider a famous quote from Tolkien.
“Always after a defeat and a respite, the Shadow takes another shape and grows again.”
-Christmas is about God’s plan to do something not only about the recent shape of the darkness
-Christmas is God’s plan to something about sin and evil and suffering and death and deal with it
for good!
First Point: Breaking Bad For Real
-We hear this story every year.
-It’s familiar. It can be a nice bed time story. It is chock full of symbolic language that stirs us.
-It can be an inspiring story that rouses us to try harder in the new year to be better people.
-However, with darkness taking new shapes every year we are not in need of a inspiring story to
rouse the emotions.
-Notice this story doesn’t start with a few of the classic introductions to the nice stories.
-When we real “Once upon a time” or “In a galaxy far, far away” you know we’re being told a
wonderful story that will inspire us but never happened.
That’s not what Luke is saying. Luke starts his story, “You know the year Caesar Augustus had
the first great big census of the whole Roman world?
-That’s the year what I’m about to tell you happened.”
-The most important thing for you to know is that the baby born in a manger, Jesus Christ, Son of
God becoming human being and being born in a manger … it really happened.”
-“This is an eyewitness account. What I’m giving you is an eyewitness account.”

-He starts both chapters 1 and 2 with this fact.
-Why is he pressing this for us?
Consider that quote from Tolkien again
-“Always after a defeat and a respite, the Shadow takes another shape and grows again.”
-When you hear that again you may think, “well things can get better in the future.”
-And in some cases, you’re exactly right.
-Consider medicine. I wouldn’t want to go back 10 years in the realm of medicine. We’re much
better off with the discoveries in medicine.
-How about Technology? 10 years back in technology? I’ll take where were are now.
-But with all the advancements with medicine and technology, we’re still experiencing the
darkness.
*Even in the realm of technology, doesn’t it create new shapes to the darkness, and sometimes
bigger shapes.
-That’s all our world can do - reshape the darkness.
-Why? Because the source of the darkness needs to be dealt with.
-Medicine and Technology can’t change the source.
-The heart is the source. And the heart is the source of the whole specter of the darkness out
there.
Question: Why does it matter that it God broke into darkness for real?
-Because the source of darkness is real.
-We don't need legends and inspiring stories.
-We don’t need something to deal with a shape of darkness because it’ll just come back.
-We don’t need a legend about the glory of God appearing.
-We actually need the glory of God to appear.
-We need something to deal with our hearts.
Point 2: Breaking Bad For Us
-Christmas is about Jesus breaking into the bad to deal with darkness
-How’d he do it?
-This beginning of the story that Luke highlights shows us a pattern.
-This pattern shows us how.
v.4-7
-Jesus was born in a manger wrapped in blankets
-He comes into utter poverty.
-when Jesus is circumcised Joseph and Mary give the poor offering of “two pigeons”
-this offering is for the poor of the poor
-When Joseph gets to Bethlehem he is without.
-He is without money, clout, or connection to find room for his very pregnant wife

-He can’t even get a roof or a place with 4 walls for her.
-So she has Jesus in a stable and places him a wooden trough.
-So easy to make this sentimental
-Easy to believe the cows were smiling down on baby Jesus and that the indirect light was
perfect
-The reality of this situation is that it was brutal circumstances.
-The whole point of this is this is brutal.
-The nativity is brutality.
-There’s no room. He’s poor. They don’t have a place to stay. He’s in a feed trough.
-He’s rejected. This is the pattern.
-We see this from the beginning of Jesus’ life
-This is what he came to do.
-This is how he was going to break into the darkness.
-This is how he was going to save us.
-This is why he came to the world.
-He’s rejected by the world. He doesn’t come as a general. He doesn’t come as a philosopher or a
professor. He doesn’t come into a palace. He comes into a stable.
-Look in the stable, and there you see God stretched out on the straw.
Now why did he come weak if he’s going to deal with our darkness?
-See, on a week like this, or whenever people talk about suffering and evil, they say, “If there is a
God, why doesn’t he stop it?
-If Jesus Christ is God come to earth into this darkness, why in the world didn’t he come to stop
it? Why didn’t he do something about it?
-Why did he come in weakness?
-Why did he come subject to the darkness?
-Why didn’t he come as a king or as a general? Why didn’t he come on a horse?
-Why didn’t he come with a scepter and a spear to destroy all evil?”
-Here’s the answer. We’ve already talked about it.
-If Jesus Christ had come the first time to destroy all of the sources of evil, there wouldn’t have
been any of us left. If you think that’s unfair or an exaggeration, you don’t know own hearts.
Communion Transitional Thoughts:
-Therefore, Jesus Christ came the first time to be rejected, not to be accepted, to be destroyed and
killed, not to be crowned.
-He came not to bring judgment; he came to bear judgment.
-Why? He came to take the rejection we deserve for our self-centeredness, for our wrongdoing,
for our sin, so that someday he can return and end evil without ending us.
-So here at the beginning of the beginning we see the pattern.
-Here he is put into a rough wooden feed trough, but later he’ll be nailed to a wooden cross.

-Here he’s rejected by an innkeeper; later the whole population will yell, “Crucify him!” Here
he’s wrapped in old cloths, but then he’ll be stripped naked, and his last possession, his garment,
will be sold, and he’ll be killed.
-Here, as it were, he’s rejected by the world, but on the cross he’s even rejected by his Father. He
gets what we deserve.
-That’s the reason his life is summed up in that great passage, Isaiah 53, looking forward to his
life, when it says, “He was despised and rejected, a man of suffering, familiar with pain. We held
him in low esteem, but he took our pain and bore our suffering. We observed him punished by
God, stricken by him, and afflicted. He was pierced for our transgressions. He was crushed for
our iniquities. The punishment that brought us peace was upon him, and by his wounds we are
healed.”
-Jesus Christ was rejected so you and I could be accepted.
-There was no room for him so you and I could dwell in the house of the Lord forever.
Communion Direction:
-So as we take the bread that represents his body and the juice that represents his body let us
celebrate how God knew the source of the darkness and loved us enough to send His only son
into the world in order to not only break into it, but deal with it for good.
-We have a savior this Christmas that shows us that he was born into poverty, into rejection, into
the darkness so that we could have our darkness dealt with once and for all.
-He came in weakness, but was exactly what we needed to be saved.

Closing Announcements
1. Church next Sunday back at the QI at 10:30
2. No midweek this Wednesday 12/27
3. BTL’s Retreat in Richmond on 1/6 at Monacan High School from 9am-5pm
4. Marriage Retreat Registration is up and running on church website. 2/17-2/18 in
Williamsburg, VA at Doubletree Hotel. $30 per couple/$15 for one spouse

